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WHY ASSESS STUDENTS?

Instructional 
Planning

Interventions

Enrichments

Standards 
Mastery



STATE ASSESSMENTS
Assessment Purpose Content/Domain Dates for Administration

ACCESS for ELLs
Assessing Comprehension and 
Communication in English 
State-to-State for English 
Language Learners

English language 
proficiency in grades K-
12

Reading, Writing, Listening, 
Speaking 1/11/23 – 2/28-23

GKIDS
Georgia Kindergarten Inventory 
of Developing Skills Aligned to 
GELDs (Georgia Early Learning 
and Development Standards)

To assess kindergarten 
students for first-grade 
readiness

Kindergarten (ELA, MATH, 
Academic – ELA, Math
Non-Academic - Approaches 
to Learning, Personal & 
Social Development)

9/13/22 – 5/8/23

GMAS EOG
Georgia Milestones Assessment 
System End of Grade

End of Grade
To measure student 
achievement relative to 
the knowledge and skills 
set forth in the GSE -
Georgia Standards of 
Excellence

Grades 3-8
ELA, mathematics
Grade 5
Science

5/1/23 – 5/16/23

Grades 3 & 5 - May 1-5 
Grade 4 – May 8-12
ELA & Math

Grade 5 – May 8
Science



LOCAL SCHOOL/DISTRICT ASSESSMENTS

Assessment Purpose Content/Domain

NWEA MAP 
Assessments
Northwest 
Evaluation 
Association 
Measures of 
Academic 
Progress

The purpose of MAP Growth is to 
determine what the student knows 
and how they are growing 
academically. MAP Growth is 
designed to measure student 
achievement in the moment and growth 
over time.

MAP Growth Grades K-5
Reading and Mathematics

MAP Fluency K-3

Fall 2022
November 4 – December 9

Spring 2023
March 6 – March 31

Classroom 
assessments

To measure progress and mastery of 
standards All Ongoing



TESTING CALENDAR    (APS WEBSITE -> CALENDARS)



A FEW GENERAL POINTS

- Online testing takes place with touchscreen 
Chromebooks

- No mice are used

- Headsets for appropriate assessments

- Accommodations provided based only on IEP, 504, TPC



TESTING ACCOMMODATIONS



TESTING ACCOMMODATIONS DICTIONARY

IEP (Individualized Education Plan)

• The Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) is a plan or program developed to ensure that a child 
who has a disability identified under the law and is attending an elementary or secondary 
educational institution receives specialized instruction and related services and possibly 
classroom and testing accommodations.

504 (Section 504)

• The 504 Plan is a plan developed to ensure that a child who has a disability identified under 
the law and is attending an elementary or secondary educational institution receives 
accommodations that will ensure their academic success and access to the learning 
environment. Can include classroom and testing accommodations.

TPC (EL students – Test Participation Committee)

• Ensures that students who are English Language Learners have equal access to testing via 
accommodations similar to accommodations in an IEP or a 504. 



GKIDS
GKIDS 2.0 is a progression-based formative assessment, integrated 
into classroom work, that is aligned to the state content standards.
•WHEN: Year Long Assessment!
• TYPE: Performance Based (teacher assessed)
•WHAT: Performance based that provides teachers state-wide one 
source of real-time information to adjust instruction.

Georgia Department of Education GKIDS Website

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GKIDS.aspx


GKIDS



GKIDS



GKIDS

QUIZ:
What is phonics vs. phonemic awareness?

Phonics focuses on how sounds look in writing, while 
phonemic awareness is understanding that each 
word is comprised of a series of sounds.



ACCESS FOR ELLS

Measures English language proficiency in grades K-12

•WHEN: 1/11/23 – 2/28-23
• TYPE: Online (grades 1-5) Listening, Reading, Speaking (Headphones/mics)

Online (grades 4& 5 Writing)
Paper (grades 1-3 Writing)
Paper (Kinder)

•WHAT: Measures proficiency through Reading, Listening, Speaking and Writing. 
Indicator for proficiency to move into a “monitored” status 

Georgia Department of Education ACCESS Website

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/ACCESS-for-ELLs.aspx


NWEA MAP
Growth – Reading and Math
Fluency - Reading
•WHEN: 3 times per year
• TYPE: Online adaptive
•WHAT: Provides teachers with accurate, actionable evidence to help inform 
instructional strategies regardless of how far students are above or below 
grade level.

UPCOMING:
MAP Growth Reading (K-5): November 4, 7, 9, 10, 11
MAP Growth Math (K-5) : November 14-18
MAP Fluency (K-3): December 7-9

NWEA MAP Resources

https://teach.mapnwea.org/impl/maphelp/Content/Testing/PracticeTest.htm


NWEA MAP
Growth – Reading and Math

• Grades K-1 – Read aloud with headphones
• Grades 2-5 – No read aloud unless there are accommodations (IEP, 504, TPC)

What is Map Growth?

Khan Academy à RIT Score
Math: https://www.khanacademy.org/math/mappers
Reading: RazKids, iXL RIT score connection

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/what-is-map-growth/
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/mappers


NWEA MAP
Fall Data – where are we district wide?

FALL ‘22 MATH



NWEA MAP

FALL ‘22 MATH

3



NWEA MAP

FALL ‘22 Reading



NWEA MAP



GEORGIA MILESTONES (GMAS)
•WHEN: 5/1/23 – 5/16/23
• TYPE: Online
•WHAT: The Georgia Milestones Assessment System is a comprehensive 
assessment program that span all three levels of the state's educational 
system – elementary, middle, and high school. The system is designed to 
send signals indicating students' preparedness for the next grade level

Georgia Department of Education GMAS Website

Practice the technology: Georgia Experience Online

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-Assessment-System.aspx
http://www.gaexperienceonline.com/


GEORGIA MILESTONES (GMAS)
Who tests what?



GEORGIA MILESTONES – 2023 SCHEDULE

Grades Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

May 1 May 2 May 3 May 4 May 5

Grade 3 &5 ELA 1 ELA 2 ELA 3 Math 1 Math 2

May 8 May 9 May 10 May 11 May 12

Grade 4 ELA 1 ELA 2 ELA 3 Math 1 Math 2

Grade 5 Science



GEORGIA MILESTONES – DISTRICT WIDE



GEORGIA MILESTONES - ELA



GEORGIA MILESTONES - MATH



GEORGIA MILESTONES - SCIENCE


